September 7, 2006
MBTA 3Q06 Meeting

Government & PR Committee

Subject: Federal – Transportation Security Administration (TSA) Registered Traveler Program Update

The Transportation Security Administration’s Registered Travelers program launch date of June 20, 2006 has passed. Final rules for providers have yet to be fully established and the nationwide interoperable program for which TSA last year laid out its vision is still months away. (BTN: June 19, 2006)
Although off to a slower-than-anticipated start, private industry providers and TSA said the program will come to fruition the next year, even as opponents continue efforts to derail the voluntary program that promises to speed prescreened travelers through airport security. (BTN: June 19, 2006)

TSA, in its latest dispatch on the program released late last month, said it would issue Registered Travelers standards “for the initial phase” this summer, but held to its cap of 20 on the number of airports that will launch this year. TSA stressed the program this year will be in pilot mode, through which rules for privately run operators and airports will be refined for a full, nationwide rollout, now slated for next year. (BTN: June 19, 2006)

In addition to the ongoing Orlando program, airports in Cincinnati, Indianapolis, and San Jose Calif. have singed deals with Verified Identity Pass to be among the first to launch the program. (Boston.com; June 8, 2006; Copyright 2006, The New York Times Company)

Despite the controversies surrounding the program and reports of certain disinterested airport operators, RT’s launch appears to be a matter of when, not if. All TSA has said recently is that it would “soon” issue draft RT standards for the initial phase. The timing foe publishing those standards originally was June 20, then “on or around June 2006.  (www.management.travel; June 28, 2006)
As of July 18, 2006, the Homeland Security Department’s Transportation Security Administration will ward a sole-source contract for a clearinghouse information management system to coordinate interoperability among service providers in the voluntary Registered Traveler program rather than compete the contract. It has awarded the contract to the American Association of Airport Executives, an organization with a history of providing similar services to TSA for other security programs. (www.fcw.com; July 18, 2006)
Section 528 of the 2006 DHS appropriations bill requires the agency to use the association’s Transportation Security Clearinghouse for managing the information technology infrastructure, fee collection and interoperability requirements of Registered Traveler, the airline passenger program. (www.fcw.com; July 18, 2006)

TSA did not announce the value or terms of the contract, which will begin August 18, 2006. (www.fcw.com; July 18, 2006)

More to come, stay tuned. 

The next meeting we will report on the TSA’s Secure Flight program which replaced CAPPSII.
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Regulations/Policy

Department of homeland Security: www.dhs.gov/dhspublic
E-Passports 

New passports issued by Visa Waiver Program countries must be e-Passports, which include an integrated computer chip capable of storing biographic information from the data page, a digitized photograph, and other biometric information. 

Related Stories

Security & Document World: www.securitydocumentworld.com
Luxembourg’s e-Passport is set to join a number of other nations in rolling out their new electronic passports by 28 August 2006– the European Union deadline for issuing the new chip-based documents, including digitized facial images.

In a separate announcement, Greece said it will start issuing its E-Passports. The new passport could, in time, allow Greeks to travel to some destinations without having to acquire a visa – such as the USA.

ID Card for travel between U.S. and Canada 

Nothing to report

	SECURITY Technological Advances updates

No Updates to report

Airline Cargo

No Updates to report

Current Events

Airport Business: www.airportbusiness.com
Airlines to Develop Protocols for In-Flight Mobile Phone Use

Airlines are intending to develop protocols for mobile phone use when technology is introduced on some aircraft next year to enable passengers to use mobile phones during flights.

Plans to limit use via signs and symbols of a mobile phone crossed through have been discussed, which would ensure passengers switched phones off during designated periods such as take-off and night time.

OnAir, a joint venture with Airbus and IT systems provider Sita, is developing the satellite technology for use on aircraft. It claimed cabin crew will have the ability to switch mobile phones off remotely, or disable the voice function of phones, enabling passengers to use text messaging and e-mail only during certain times of the flight.

Airbus is planning to introduce trials of mobile phones, BlackBerrys and other devices on aircraft in 2007, while other airlines are still considering whether to introduce the technology.

Air Marshal Dress Code Changed
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Leslie Miller
The Associated Press

Air marshals were told Thursday they will be allowed to dress the way they want and choose their own hotels in order to protect their anonymity while on missions.

Federal Air Marshal Service chief Dana Brown, who has been in the job for five months, said he was changing the rules, starting Sept. 1, after listening to air marshals' concerns.

Air marshals had complained on a too-formal dress code that allowed people to pick them out. The marshals said, for example, that being forced to wear a jacket and collared shirt made them stand out on flights to Hawaii.

Air marshals also won an agreement from Brown to let them choose their own hotels "within economic and related guidelines" to help keep their identities secret.

Marshals claimed that their undercover status was threatened because they had to stay at designated hotels and show their credentials when checking in.

A recent report to Congress found that the Sheraton Fort Lauderdale Airport Hotel in Florida had designated the Federal Air Marshal Service "company of the month" because of the number of rooms it had reserved at the hotel.

Air marshals were on the Northwest Airlines Amsterdam-to-Bombay flight that was diverted Wednesday after a dozen passengers acted suspiciously.

Thousands of armed, undercover air marshals were rushed into service after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. The exact number is classified. They are now a part of the Transportation Security Administration.

Source: Transportation Security Admin: http: www.tsa.gov/public/
August 24, 2006

"The passenger process at the check point is running smoothly. We cannot be complacent about any part of the system. Given the 20 percent increase in checked baggage since the ban on liquids in carry-on bags August 10th, we are paying close attention so the system does not become overwhelmed. 

The Transportation Security Officers continue to screen 100 percent of all checked baggage and the level of security is not compromised due to an increase in checked baggage volume.
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