April 6, 2006

MBTA 1Q06 Meeting

Government & PR Committee – Rene Andre & George McMullen
Subject: Federal – Transportation Security Administration (TSA) Registered Traveler Program Update including Secure Flight
The Registered Travel Program and Secured Flight is currently supported by NBTA and BTC as stated by NBTA before the Committee on Commerce Science and Transportation United States Senate February 9, 2006 and a Press Statement released the same day respectively.

Transportation Security Administration head Kip Hawley before the Senate Commerce Committee today, February 9, 2006, said TAS is on track to launch the Registered Traveler program by mid-June ---“depending on the pace or our market-driven private industry partners”—but said the agency would not implement passenger prescreening system Secure Flight until operational criteria outlined last year in a GOA report are met. “We will move forward with Secure Flight program as expeditiously as possible,” Hawley said, assign, “My priority is to ensure we do it right, not that we do is quickly.” (BTN February 9, 2006) TSA will not exempt Registered Traveler participants from random addition screening. (BTN February 7, 2006)
Although TSA has not fully met all of the 10 requirements the GAO identified under the Secure Flight program, they have made progress in all these areas, the GAO director of Homeland Security and Justice Cathleen Berrick said during the hearing.

Secure Flight is a government program under development that would replace the current CAPPS program for pre-screening all air travel passengers. “Secure Flight must provide a rapid, simple process for passenger redress for those improperly included on no-fly lists. (Odyssey mag. February 13, 2006)  
“Mr. Hawley  said 30,0000 people on the watch list have gone through the process of seeking redress, It involves things like submitting notarized copies of birth certificates and other personal documents.” (The New York Times, February 14, 2006) 
People that have gone through the process are still on the list and wonder, will they get off? “That is what the agency wants to fix with Secure Flight. Bur Mr. Hawley acknowledges that the issues of technology and data confidentiality are keeping progress at a crawl.” (New York Times February 14, 2006)
Controversial positions have been made by the American Civil Liberties Union (BTN February 9, 2006) and the airline lobbying group, Air Transportation Association. The ACLU has issues with tax payer dollars and the non-progress of both programs, while the ATA wants the Registered Traveler program suspended, saying “it would appear to serve more as a revenue-generating scheme than a security program that would benefit passengers.” (TMCnet News March 6, 2006) 

“ATA has said repeatedly that TSA should direct its limited resources to strengthen the Secure Flight program, and integrate both international and domestic passenger pre-screening functions into a single program. (BTN, April 4, 2006)
Travel policy will surely be affected by the Registered Traveler program and that is something to think about and discuss. Will the Corporation pay for this privilege? Will the privilege apply to all travelers or a certain few? How will your corporate policy support this program or will it?
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Regulations/Policy

ID card for travel between U.S. and Canada updates will continue to follow.

	SECURITY

Advances/Current Events

TSA Web site

Passengers at Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport, John F. Kennedy in New York, Los Angeles and Chicago O’Hare may undergo screening by an explosive detection Document Scanner.  Under this pilot program, the Document Scanner analyzes samples collected by swiping the surface of a document over a collection disc and alerts the screener if explosive residue is detected. If the presence of explosives is indicated, the passenger is referred for additional screening. 



Airline Cargo

Reported a few meetings ago were several items with regards to security with  Airline Cargo on passenger flights as a lot of issues but no solutions. I thought the following would be an excellent piece that this topic has not been forgotten. The government has ongoing programs that are insuring passenger safety

TSA Web site FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - March 22, 2006
 (TSA) today announced that Los Angeles based J.H. World Express, Inc. does not meet security standards and will have its indirect air carrier certification revoked for shipments on passenger aircraft.  

 “TSA continues to take measures to ensure the integrity of cargo shipments on passenger aircraft,” said TSA Administrator Kip Hawley.  “As freight forwarders these agents are trusted to maintain robust security, and comply with known shipper and other program requirements. When that responsibility is not met we will take action.”

The last company to face a revoked certification by TSA was U.S. European Trading Inc. in Cape Coral, Fla. in November 2002.

American Expediting:

American Expediting, we as air shippers are inspected at a minimum of 6 times per year by TSA.

The inspections include questioning employees, checking on certifications and inspecting the facilities. All employees are required to, and must sign off that they have read and understood the TSA guidelines. This information is required to be kept on file in the office.

Along with cargo what is being done for passengers lately

Department Homeland Security Web site

The TSA has established layers of security in our "system of systems" to ensure that we stay ahead of the terrorists that threaten our homeland. That "system of systems" includes:

· Thousands of federal air marshals flying on tens of thousands of flights each month. 

· Tapping innovations in technology - such as a more robust passenger pre-screening system and 100% screening of checked baggage. 

· Better perimeter security and hardened cockpit doors. 

· Dedicated screeners - 56,000 of them, hired, trained and deployed to all 429 commercial airports.  On average, they move some 2 million air travelers, and 2 million-plus pieces of luggage, safely through security every day.     

What’s The Point of Life: A great loss
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KATHLEEN VEREEN DAYTON
The Sun News via Knight Ridder
After a three-year run, Myrtle Beach's homegrown airline, Hooters Air, is bowing out of regularly scheduled air service.

The airline will cease its public charter flights April 17 and will run only private charters out of Winston Salem, N.C.

Hooters Air, "was flying in 1,000 to 1,200 passengers a week on average. 

But high fuel prices and other challenges in the airline industry brought the fun to an end.

Silver lining: About 80 new Hooters restaurants will open this year, 60 in international locations. Hooters are great restaurants “I’m told”

Resources:

Web sites available for further information:

Aircraft Owners & Pilots Association: www.aopa.org
Department of homeland Security: www.dhs.gov/dhspublic
White House Security: www.whitehouse.gov/infocus/homeland
Transportation Security Admin: http: www.tsa.gov/public/
Michigan Legislature: www.legislature.mi.gov
Airport Business: www.airportbusiness.com
Passenger-Cargo Security Group: PSCG: www.pcsg/home.aspx 
Security & Document World: www.securitydocumentworld.com
