	The Australian government has announced plans to introduce body scanning technology at its international airports by early 2011
TSA issued new security directives is mandating that every individual flying into the U.S. from anywhere in the world who holds a passport issued by or is traveling from or through nations that are state sponsors of terrorism or other countries of interest will be required to go through enhanced screening 
While airline security is a large focus of the federal government not lost and getting attention is rail security,
Department of homeland security has taken a number of steps to ensure the security of our national rail system steps include

Federal Marshals, Surface Transportation, canine teams and mobile detection equipment
The FAA reauthorization funding officially expired in October of 2008 Congress has been temporally extending the funding under the 2008 program previsions ever since. The funding continues to be stalled in congress. 
The reauthorization includes improvements to the nations airline radar system NEXT Gen. however even with the lack of a bill passing NextGen air traffic control technologies will receive $1.1 billion, an increase of $275 million, 32 percent, over the FY 2010 enacted levels. 
The Global Entry program provides low-risk, pre-approved travelers expedited entry into the United States.  Program participants bypass regular passport control and proceed directly to Global Entry Kiosks, where their identity is confirmed using biometrics. Global Entry by the Numbers. Its membership totals 36,000. Its kiosks are used about 600 times a day at the 20 airports where they're active. U.S. Customs receives "a pretty steady stream" of 3,000 to 4,000 applications a month, up from 1,500 when it operated at seven airports two years 

The US department of transportation on April 20th will enact rules that require U.S. airlines to allow passengers to deplane is a tarmac delay reaches three hours


TSA Week: 11/23/09 to 11/29/09

· 19 firearms found at checkpoints 

TSA Week: 01/25/10 to 01/31/10

· 17 firearms found at checkpoints 

The DHS budget seeks to enhance aviation security.  proposals included $734 million for the deployment of 1,000 new Advanced Imaging Technology screening devices and funding to increase the number of air marshals on international flights.  

· On December 25, Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, a Nigerian, attempted to ignite an incendiary device near the end of a flight from Amsterdam to Detroit.  

· As a result of this incident On January 7, Secretary Napolitano announced five initiatives to enhance aviation security:  (1) a review of the criteria for terrorists watchlists including the “No-Fly” and “Selectee” lists; (2) the establishment of an aviation security partnership between DHS and the Department of Energy to work toward the development of new screening technologies; (3) accelerated deployment of advanced imaging technology; (4) increased numbers of U.S. Air Marshals on U.S. bound flights; and (5) strengthened international partnerships to enhance aviation security.




NBTA PAC UPDATE
MBTA continues to ask for your support of the groups that support us specifically the NBTA PAC.
The NBTA PAC allows us to support political candidates for federal office who know, understand, – and support – the issues of business travelers. Whether or not you are politically “active”, there is no better way to support the candidates and the issues that impact your company’s travel needs. Your contribution, combined with the donations from other chapter members across the country, will help ensure that NBTA-PAC has the power to back those members of Congress who show leadership and commitment to the business travel community’s issues.  

How each member can help:

Since all contributions to a PAC must be made as a personal contribution, and not from company funds, it is very important that we get your individual support. 

We are looking for a suggested contribution level of $20.00 per member

Requested is a personal check made out to “NBTAPAC” sent to the address below, or bringing it to the next  MBTA meeting.

George R. McMullen Jr.

MBTA Government Relations Chair, 

1382 Hollywood Ave, Suite 200

Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

Cell Phone: (313) 549-6363
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