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The Registered Travel Program is designed to allow travelers that have submitted personal information and been fingerprinted by the private company and then given security clearance by the government, to bypass regular crowded security lines and move through their own expedited checkpoints. The TSA has not determined how much personal data they will require. If cleared, the traveler will receive a ‘smart card’ verifying their identity. The travelers may or may not be exempt from removing shoes or having their laptops checked. Travelers will have to pay $80.00 to $100.00 annual fee to participate. (Wall Street Journal, Jan 31, 2006)

The program is scheduled to operate with many providers such as Verified Identity Pass, Inc. (VIP) - Orlando, Unisys Corp., and Saflink Corp. who have partnered with Microsoft and Expedia Corporate Travel to compete for airport contracts. The benefits are undecided and privacy concerns exit, in addition to ‘watch lists’. How do travelers deal with difficulties they may face when attempting to resolve misidentification problems? (The Seattle Times, Jan 30, 2006)

The TSA said program providers must collect 10 fingerprints (the iris scan has been dropped from the new list of requirements. (Wall Street Journal Jan 24, 2006) from all applicants as the basis of the basis for traveler verification and that the smart cards in use must conform to Federal Technical Implementation Guidance standards. The TSA said,”all Registered Traveler data will be handled in compliance with the Federal Privacy Act.” They also said they are in the midst of setting up a system of redress for travelers who fail to gain Registered Traveler status, mirroring avenues of redress used to resolve watch-list issues. (BTN Jan 30, 2006)

“In its Jan 20, 2006 announcement, the TSA also said that whatever benefits it does grant to registered travelers will change periodically so that terrorists can’t take advantage of the program.” (Wall Street Journal, Jan 31, 2006)

“The TSA is soliciting proposals from private companies beginning Jan 30, 2006 through April 20. The vendors will need to submit a plan on how they would achieve interoperability. (Washington Technology Jan 24, 2006) The TSA plans to choose a system by April 20 and will roll it out by June 20. Seventy airports have expressed interest” (Wall Street Journal, Jan 24, 2006) TSA expects up to 600,000 travelers to participate in the program during its first year. (Govexec.com Jan 4, 2006)

The interoperability requirement is not expected to be a major roadblock, but it does present hurdles in gaining cooperation among groups of vendors to apply a single common standard, according to Raj Nanavati, partner with International Biometrics Group, LLC, a New York consulting firm. There is not a particular technical difficulty in do this, just the question of agreement in a setting where government is not providing funding. There are issued to that.

Nonetheless, ‘everyone is motivated to get it done,” Nanavati said. A newly formed organization, the Voluntary Credentialing Industry Coalition, expects to advise the TSA in Registered Traveler. Members include Image Ware Systems Inc., Arinc, GE Security, Iridian Technologies Inc., Lockheed Martin Corp., Panasonic, Saflink Corp., and Verified Identity Pass, Inc. The coalition’s leader is Tom Blank, vice chairman of Wexler & Walker Public Policy Associates of Washington, and former acting deputy administrator at TSA. (Washington Technology Jan 24, 2006)

